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Message from our Founder

TPM has completed 26 years
of its operations today. Over
the  period, we  have
successfully represented the
Indian industry in practically
all types of remedies available
in the Country, including, anti-
dumping measures, anti-
subsidy measures, safeguard
duty, quantitative restrictions,
anti-absorption investigations,
as well as anti-circumvention
investigations. An unexplored
remedy in India is that of tariff
rate quotas, which the industry
can explore.

The TPM newsletter, Adhyatan, has completed five years of its journey. Since its
introduction in February 2020, the newsletter has covered an increasing number
of subjects, including Foreign Trade Policy, Trade Agreements, Non-Tariff
Measures, and BIS updates. Our efforts are aimed at providing updated and
accurate information to the industry on global developments in these areas. Each
newsletter covers an article on a facet of trade remedial laws and practices. I am
happy to share that we have been getting increasing reception and appreciation
for the contents and coverage of the newsletter.

In this edition, we have highlighted some of our major milestones of the past one
year. As we celebrate another anniversary today, we extend our sincere gratitude
towards you for being an essential part of our success story.

- Mr. A. K. Gupta,
Founder and Managing Director




Year in Review: TPM Perspective

e Assisted a mandatory respondent in the anti-dumping investigation by
USDOC into exports of Aluminium Extrusions from India to USA, and
succeeded in establishing absence of dumping.

e  Succeeded in getting the anti-dumping duty eliminated for the mandatory
respondent represented in the administrative review on exports of Carbazole
Violet Pigment 23 from India to USA, from previous duty of 58.9%.

e  Second consecutive administrative review, wherein a nil subsidy margin was
determined for the mandatory respondent represented in the administrative
review of anti-subsidy duty on exports of Off-the-Road Tyres from India to
USA.

e Succeeded in getting the anti-dumping duty reduced for the mandatory
respondent represented in the administrative review for exports of Off-the-
Road Tyres from India to USA, from 8.57% to 2.76%.

e  Successfully represented a major exporter from India in getting a refund
investigation initiated with respect to anti-dumping duty on exports to the
European Union.

e  Successfully represented an exporter in the safeguard investigation in USA
into exports of Polyester Staple Fibre from India.

e Represented domestic producers successfully in seeking increase in anti-
dumping duty pursuant to an anti-absorption investigation into imports of
PET Resin from China, in the first such investigation in India.

e  Represented domestic industry in the second ever safeguard investigation
for imposition of quantitative restrictions by India, which culminated in
quotas being notified for imports of Low Ash Metallurgical Coke into the
Country.

e  Representing domestic industry in the second anti-absorption investigation
initiated in India, of the anti-dumping duty on imports on Untreated Fumed
Silica from China.




Represented domestic industry successfully, post initiation, in three suo
moto cases initiated by the DGTR concerning fragmented industries, into
imports of Unframed Glass Mirror, Telescopic Channel Drawers, and Roller
Chains.

Represented a new producer in India, for imposition of anti-dumping duty
on imports of Epichlorohydrin, to address retardation of industry, within 2.5
years of commencement of production in India.

Assisted industry in seeking Minimum Import Price on imports of
Glufosinate Technical into India.

Assisted industry in seeking Minimum Import Price on imports of Soda Ash
into India.

Assisted industry in seeking reduction in tariff rate on imports of Copper
Waste and Scrap falling under Customs Tariff code 7404 00 12, 7404 00 19
and 7404 00 22.

Assisted industry in seeking reduction in tariff rate on Roasted Molybdenum
under Customs Tariff code 2613 10 00.

Represented industry in seeking notification of mandatory Quality Control
Orders on H Acid (IS 8637:2020), K Acid (IS 11557:1986), and Vinyl
Sulphone (IS 18340:2023).

Assisted producers in getting the first BIS license, globally, for Sodium
Nitrate, Sodium Nitrite, H Acid, K Acid and Vinyl Sulphone.

Successfully assisted more than 35 producers in seeking BIS licenses,
including those in India and outside the Country.




Key Highlights

Indian Updates

Notification of Minimum Import Price for Glufosinate Technical (24 Jan)
On 24" January 2025, the Central Government vide Notification No. 54/2024-25
introduced the Minimum Import Price (MIP) for Glufosinate Technical. The MIP
has been introduced for a period of one year, that is, from 24" January 2025 to
23" January 2026. Pursuant to the MIP, the import policy has been amended to
provide that imports of ‘Glufosinate and its salts’ (Purity — Minimum 95% w/w)
having CIF value of less than X 1289 per Kg are “Restricted”.

Global Updates

USA and Vietnam agree to resolve the dispute regarding Fish Fillets from
Vietnam (17 Jan)

On 17" January 2025, USA and Vietnam jointly notified the Dispute Settlement
Body of their decision to mutually resolve the dispute concerning anti-dumping
duty imposed on imports of Fish Fillets from Vietnam. The dispute was initiated
by Vietnam claiming that the anti-dumping measures imposed by USA are
inconsistent with provisions of Anti-Dumping Agreement governing dumping,
particularly with regard to zeroing and objective examination of evidence during
the investigation. The two sides signed an agreement pursuant to which the 2021
duty order on imports of certain Frozen Fish Fillets from Vietnam has been
partially revoked for exports by Vinh Hoan Corporation. Further, the exporter is
now no longer subject to the administrative reviews after 2021.

America First Trade Policy issued (20 Jan)

The recently formed US administration has issued the America First Trade Policy
to implement trade and economic policies in national interest. Among other
policy changes proposed, the Secretary of Commerce has been entrusted to
review the Anti-Dumping / Countervailing Duty laws, particularly with regard to
transnational subsidies, cost adjustments, affiliations, and “zeroing.” Further, the
Secretary has been requested to review procedures for conducting verifications
and assess whether these procedures sufficiently induce compliance by foreign




respondents and governments. The President has sought a consolidated report
from the Secretary by 1% April 2025.

Member States consider a request made by China for establishment of WTO
Panel concerning measures imposed by Tiirkiye on Electric Vehicles (27 Jan)
In a meeting of the Dispute Settlement Body held on 27™ January 2025, the
members considered a request by China for establishment of a WTO Panel
concerning the dispute on measures imposed by Tiirkiye on Electric Vehicles and
certain other types of Vehicles originating in China. China claimed that the
measures imposed by Tiirkiye are inconsistent with its WTO obligations. Tiirkiye
defended its measures as justified in light of the challenges faced by the Turkish
automotive industry due to anti-competitive practices, subsidization, and excess
capacity of Chinese producers.




Is India an Aggressive User of Trade
Remedies

. Post reduction in Customs duties in the 1990s, India saw an increased influx of
imports, on account of global excess capacities, price sensitiveness of the Indian market
and lower production costs in countries such as China, where significant government

support was being extended.

. In view of the increased imports, Indian producers were forced to seek remedy
under anti-dumping or anti-subsidy laws. The number of trade remedial investigations

has increased steeply over the period.

. However, the imposition of trade remedial measures cannot be considered as

protectionism. Such measures are only price correction mechanisms against unfair

pricing.

. While it has often been argued that such high number of investigations suggests
that Indian industry is incompetitive versus foreign producers, the law is intended to
safeguard the legitimate rights of domestic producers, even in the face of higher cost of

production.

. Further, India follows the lesser duty rule, due to which the anti-dumping or anti-
subsidy duty imposed in India is much lower than that normally imposed in other

jurisdictions, such as USA, the European Union or Canada.

The umbrella of WTO Agreements envisages free and fair trade. While WTO
member countries are expected to allow free market access to other members,
free trade cannot mean unfair trade. Thus, while the WTO encourages free market
access by each member, it has allowed its members to invoke actions and impose
anti-dumping or anti-subsidy duties in case goods are exported at dumped or
subsidized price and such exports cause injury to the industry in the importing
country.

Over the period, Indian imports have continued to multiply, owing to several
factors, including steep reduction in Customs duties following India’s




commitments under the WTO framework, price sensitiveness of Indian
purchasers, global excess in production capacities, increased knowledge about
global market, and lower production costs in countries such as China owing to
substantial direct and indirect government support. Resultantly, a large number
of products witnessed significant surge in imports or significant reduction in
prevailing prices, which forced the Indian producers to resort to price reductions
or loss of volumes.

Such trend of imports, leading to adverse impact on the industry, resulted in the
Country witnessing a large number of trade remedial investigations, particularly
after 1997. This, in turn, saw India emerge as one of the largest users of trade
remedial measures in the World, notwithstanding the fact that India started
implementing trade remedial measures only from 1993. From only one
Investigation being initiated in 1993-94 or 5 in 1996-97, India initiated 28 to 30
investigations per year in the early 2000s. The number has now reached 60 to 80
investigations in a year in the recent period. By now, India has imposed or
extended more than 1,000 measures on various products.

As India emerged as one of the largest users of trade remedial measures, the trend
observed was that majority of the investigations in India involve products
belonging to the Chemicals & Petrochemicals sector. Such a trend is logical
considering that India saw big boom in this sector in the early 1990s, which is
also the period when the Customs duties were reduced, from a peak of as high as
150% to as low as 0-10% at present. The reduction in duties saw an influx of
increased volume of imports, which caused a concern for Indian producers that
had set up plants, by resorting to heavy borrowings. To compound their problems
further, while the newly set up plants were normally smaller in size, most of their
counterparts in other countries were much bigger and older companies, with a
lower cost structure. Further, while Indian producers looked at Indian market and
demand, their counterparts looked at world market and world demand. Many of
these countries attracting measures have domestic demand much lower than
existing domestic capacities. This resulted in increased instances of dumping of
the products in other countries. In this regard, the producers in developed
countries seem to be facing equal heat.




While it is considered by some that India is an aggressive user of trade remedies,
others would advocate that such measures are the need of the hour. The following
aspects need to be considered in this regard.

Whether trade remedial measures constitute protection granted

The first aspect to be considered is that an anti-dumping duty or anti-subsidy duty
can be imposed, only after there is evidence of dumping or subsidy. Such
dumping or subsidization in itself is an unfair pricing practice. The imposition of
duty is intended to offset such pricing behaviour. Therefore, the imposition of
trade remedial measures is a price correction, and not a protection afforded to the
industry.

The countries and parties facing such measures often argue that the foreign
producers have little incentive to dump. It is also contended that the foreign
producers are not incurring losses, while exporting at lower prices; and that the
exports were being made at “international prices”. Needless to say, such
arguments would not cut ice with any investigating authority world over.

Is Indian Industry really incompetitive

A question frequently raised is whether Indian producers are competitive against

the imports, or are the provisions of trade remedial measures being abused to gain

undue remedy. In this regard, “competitiveness” can be defined in several ways,

including the following parameters:

1. Level of plant utilization and whether Indian producers had to resort to
production cuts;

2. Whether input efficiencies of the Indian industry are much adverse as
compared to their global competitors;

3. When Indian producers were suffering financial losses, whether foreign
producer earned profits;

4. Whether Indian producers suffered losses before interest and depreciation.

In a majority of cases, particularly those belonging to the Chemicals &
Petrochemicals sector, it was found that the level of plant utilization of the Indian
producers was reasonably high, and sometimes higher than the foreign producers
that were resorting to dumping their products in India. In such a situation, it
cannot be considered that the Indian producers are not competitive. Further, if
Indian producers are rendered incompetitive due to higher costs being incurred
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by them on account of higher cost of utilities, interest or cost of conducting
business in India, it should be considered that it would be the legitimate right of
the producers to seek protection under trade remedial laws. Further, this is also
the intent of the law, which requires injury to be examined for the industry as it
exists.

Is India imposing an inordinately high quantum of duties

Under the WTO Agreements, anti-dumping and anti-subsidy duties can be
imposed to the full extent of dumping or subsidy margin. In fact, developed
countries such as USA and Canada, and countries such as China impose duty upto
the full extent of dumping or subsidy margin. By contrast, developing countries
such as India impose lower quantum of duty if it is found that such lower duty
would be sufficient to redress injury to the Indian producers. This is referred to
as the lesser duty rule, which provides for determination of duty based on lower
of dumping margin / subsidy margin, and injury margin. The injury margin is
based on an assessment of the price at which the Indian producers would be able
to earn a reasonable return. Therefore, while the duty is lower than dumping
margin / subsidy margin in most of the cases in India, the duty is to the full extent
of dumping margin / subsidy margin in majority of the cases in other countries.
Further, an analysis of findings where the same products and same subject
countries were investigated by India and other countries reveals that the level of
duties imposed by India were much lower than the level of duties imposed by its
counterparts in the European Union, USA or Canada in almost all cases.

It can, in fact, be concluded that India is restricting the quantum of duty and is
granting remedy to a much lower extent than other countries. Therefore, it would
be a misconception that India is an aggressive user of trade remedial mechanisms,
offering protection to its industry. On the contrary, as any other country, India has
taken robust steps aimed at correcting the unfair pricing behaviour of the
exporters and allowing its industry a level playing field.

- Mr. A. K. Gupta,
Founder and Managing Director
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Foreign Trade Policy

Amendment in the Handbook of Procedures to incorporate provision for
submission of views, suggestions, comments, or feedback (02 Jan)

The Directorate General of Foreign Trade has amended the Handbook of
Procedures to incorporate procedure for seeking views, suggestions, comments,
or feedback from relevant stakeholders, including importers / exporters / industry
experts. As a trade facilitation measure, an option will be available to the Central
Government to consult stakeholders to seek their views, suggestions, comments,
or feedback concerning the formulation, amendment or incorporation of specific
provisions in the Foreign Trade Policy.

Amendment in the Import Policy Condition of Synthetic Knitted Fabrics (04
Jan)

The import policy for Synthetic Knitted Fabrics covered under HS Codes 60 06
3100, 60 06 3200, 60 06 3300, 60 06 3400, 60 06 9000, 60 01 9200, 60 04 1000,
60 04 9000, 60 05 3600, 60 05 3790, 60 06 2200 and 60 06 4200 has been
amended to ‘Restricted’. However, imports are ‘Free’ if CIF value of imported
product is at least 3.5 US Dollars per kg. Inputs imported by Advance
Authorisation holders, EOUs and SEZ shall be exempted from the condition of
minimum import price.

Relief in Average Export Obligation under the EPCG Scheme (21 Jan)
Under Para 5.17 of the Handbook of Procedures, for the exporters in sectors
where total exports in that sector/product group has declined by more than 5% as
compared to the previous year, the Average Export Obligation for the year may
be reduced proportionate to reduction in exports of that particular sector/product
group during the relevant year as against the preceding year. Accordingly, the
Directorate General of Foreign Trade has notified the list of products showing the
percentage decline in exports during 2023-24 as compared to 2022-23. The
Regional Authorities have been advised to revise the Annual Average Export
Obligation for EPCG Authorizations for the year 2023-24 for these products. The
list of products is available at the link herein.
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Amendment in the Import Policy Condition of Glufosinate Technical (24
Jan)

The imports of ‘Glufosinate and its salts’ (Purity - Minimum 95% w/w), covered
under HS Code 38 08 9390 have been placed under ‘Restricted’ category for
imported product having CIF value below X 1,289 per kg. However, the imports
are ‘Free’ if CIF value of the imported product is at least T 1,289 per kg.

Amendment in Chapter 2 of the Handbook of Procedures with reference to

issuance of Certificates of Origin (27 Jan)

The Directorate General of Foreign Trade has made the following amendments

in Chapter 2 of the Handbook of Procedures:

1. The provision notifying Export Inspection Council (EIC) as the agency
authorised to print blank certificates has been deleted.

2. Exporters required to obtain Non-Preferential Certificate of Origin must
submit their applications online to a prescribed agency listed in Appendix
2E along with the following:

a. Copy of invoice and packing list
b. Fee of X 200 for each Certificate of Origin, including attestation of any
additional documents.

3. Any correction in the existing e-Certificate of Origin, may be requested
online.

4. Agencies may issue back-to-back Certificates of Origin for goods not of
Indian origin for re-exports, transshipment, or merchanting trade purposes.
These Certificates will be issued based on documentary evidence,
confirming the origin of goods based on the foreign country of origin.
Moreover, the details of the supporting documentary evidence and the
country of origin must be explicitly mentioned on the back-to-back Non-
Preferential Certificate of Origin issued.

Introduction of online module for filing Annual Return for RoDTEP (29 Jan)
The Directorate General of Foreign Trade has notified a new module for filing
Annual Return for RoODTEP on its website. The module can be accessed on the
DGFT portal under the link “Regulations > RoDTEP”. Further, a user guideline
will also be uploaded for the benefit of the exporters.
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Trade Agreements

Indian Updates

India and Oman hold the fifth round of negotiations for the India - Oman
CEPA

India and Oman held trade negotiations to discuss market access provisions on
request by Oman. The key interest for India lies in petroleum products and urea
from Oman. India is also set to benefit from tariff reduction in sectors such as
iron and steel, and electronics and machinery under the CEPA, which is getting
closer to being finalised.

India - EU free trade agreement negotiations expected to resume

Indian delegates recently met with the delegation from the European Union for
advancing trade discussions over the long-awaited India-EU trade Agreement.
India continues to be in favour of settlement of issues concerning labour and
climate change on international forums, and has taken a firm stand on maintaining
protection to the Indian dairy sector and small-scale farmers.

Global Updates

Thailand and the EFTA sign a free trade agreement

Thailand has signed a free trade agreement with the European Free Trade
Association (EFTA), consisting of Norway, Iceland, Switzerland and
Liechtenstein. Upon its implementation, 83% of the exports from the EFTA to
Thailand are expected to become tariff-free. Over the next 15 years, tariffs would
be eliminated for 99.8% of exports from the EFTA. Meanwhile, Thai exports of
gems, jewellery, steel products and cosmetics are set to benefit from the
Agreement.

Kenya and the United Arab Emirates sign a Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement

Kenya and the United Arab Emirates have signed a Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement (CEPA), in an attempt to boost trade and investment
between the two countries. In terms of exports from Kenya, the major sectors that
are likely to benefit include meat and meat products, pineapples, avocados and
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mangoes. The UAE, on the other hand, is expected to enjoy greater market access
for petroleum, machinery and chemicals. The CEPA also deals with the issues of
services, technological innovation, digital trade, and sustainability.

New Zealand and the United Arab Emirates sign free trade agreement

The United Arab Emirates and New Zealand have signed a free trade agreement.
This is the first trade agreement with a country in the Gulf region for New
Zealand. The Agreement is expected to benefit New Zealand in terms of doubling
its exports in ten years. Duties on 98.5% of exports from New Zealand are
expected to be eliminated upon implementation of the Agreement. This share will
later increase to 99% in the subsequent three years.

The United Arab Emirates and Malaysia sign Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement

The United Arab Emirates and Malaysia have signed a Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement in order to boost private sector bilateral trade and high-
growth sectors. For trade in goods, the Agreement is expected to reduce and
eliminate tariff, enhance trade facilitation and provide greater market access to
both sides.

Free Trade Agreement between Korea and the Philippines comes into effect
The Korea — Philippines Free Trade Agreement has entered into force on 31
December 2024. The Agreement eliminates duties on Korean exports of electric
vehicles and automotive parts, along with consumer goods such as stationery,
processed foods, and home electronics. The Agreement also aims to enhance
collaboration on mart farming, smart cities, and renewable energy sectors.

Kazakhstan ratifies the EAEU — Singapore FTA into its national law
Kazakhstan, a member of the EAEU, has ratified the free trade agreement with
Singapore. With its implementation, Kazakhstan has reduced imports duties on
40% of imports from Singapore. On the other hand, Singapore has committed to
eliminate duties on all imports from the EAEU nations.

China-Maldives Free Trade Agreement takes effect

China and Maldives have issued a joint statement announcing the implementation
of a free trade agreement on 1 January 2025. The Agreement aims to liberalise
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and facilitate trade in investment between the two countries to assist businesses.
The exports of ships, electrical equipment and furniture from China are expected
to benefit from the Agreement. Further, exports of aquatic products from
Maldives to China are also expected to enjoy tariff eliminations.

Revised Protocol for China-Singapore Free Trade Agreement comes into
effect

The China-Singapore Free Trade Agreement Upgrade Protocol has entered into
force on 31% December 2024. With the implementation of the Protocol, both
countries have successfully enhanced the degree of trade cooperation by
committing to further market access obligations in service and investment sectors.
The Upgraded Protocol will also expand into the segment of digital trade.
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Non-Tariff Measures

Indian Updates

Amendment to Medical Textiles (Quality Control) Order, 2024 (01 Jan)

The Ministry of Textiles has issued an amendment to the Medical Textiles
(Quality Control) Order, 2024. It has been clarified that where any manufacturer,
who has received or applied for certification, has declared its old stock products
without the standard mark to the Bureau before the implementation of the order;
such manufacturer shall be permitted to sell such declared stock up to 30™ June
2025. Further, the Order would come into effect on 1% January 2025 for Large
and Medium Enterprises and on 15 April 2025 for Small and Micro Enterprises.

Amendment to Refrigerating Appliances (Quality Control) Order, 2020 (16
Jan)

The Ministry of Commerce and Industry (Department for Promotion of Industry
and Internal Trade) has issued amendments to the Refrigerating Appliances
(Quality Control) Order, 2020. Pursuant to the amendment, imports of
components of refrigerating appliances by a manufacturer, who has received or
applied for the certification, with the intention of exporting the goods, shall be
excluded from the scope of the Order. Further, the Order shall not apply to imports
of two hundred numbers of goods per year, where such imports are intended for
the purpose of research and development by a manufacturer of refrigerating
appliances certified by the Bureau.

Issuance of Electrical Appliances for Domestic Water Heating (Quality
Control) Order, 2025 (16 Jan)

The Ministry of Commerce and Industry (Department for Promotion of Industry
and Internal Trade) has issued the Electrical Appliances for Domestic Water
Heating (Quality Control) Order, 2025. The Crder shall come into effect from 21%
January 2025. It has been provided that the Order shall not apply to imports of
two hundred numbers of goods per year, where such imports are intended for the
purpose of research and development by a manufacturer of such appliances.
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Issuance of Solar Systems, Devices and Components Goods Order, 2025 (27

Jan)

The Ministry of New and Renewable Energy has issued the Solar Systems,
Devices and Components Goods Order, 2025. The Order shall come into effect
on the expiry of one hundred and eighty days from the date of its publication in
the Official Gazette. It has been clarified that this Order shall not affect the
validity of the licence of existing goods or article having valid licence as per the
provisions of Solar Photovoltaics, Systems, Devices and Components Goods

(Requirements for Compulsory Registration) Order, 2017.

Total Number of Non-Tariff Barriers (NTBs) notified by WTO: 760
The number of Technical Barriers to Trade (TBTs) notified by WTO: 515
For a full list of Non-Tariff Barriers (NTBs) along with the reporting country, please refer the link herein.
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Bureau of Indian Standards

Introduction of Standard for Methyl Chloride, in substitution of the earlier
Standard (03 Jan)

The Bureau of Indian Standards has notified the introduction of certain Standards,
including Standard IS 7278: 2024 Methyl Chloride — Specification (Second
Revision), with effect from 27" December 2024. However, the previous
unamended Standard IS 7278: 1993 Methyl Chloride — Specification (First
Revision) shall remain in force concurrently till 27% June 2025. For a full list of
products, please refer the link herein.

Amendment of Standard for Toluene (14 Jan)

The Bureau of Indian Standards has notified amendment of certain Standards,
including IS 537: 2025 Toluene — Specification (Third Revision), with effect
from 10" January 2025. However, the previous unamended Standard IS 537:
2011 Toluene — Specification (Second Revision) shall remain in force
concurrently till 10™ July 2025. For a full list of products, please refer the link
herein.

Amendment of Standards concerning certain steel rolls and alloyed products
(13 Jan)

The Bureau of Indian Standards has notified amendment to the following
Standards with effect from 10" January 2025. However, the previous unamended
Standard shall remain in force concurrently till 9™ July 2025.

o IS 3445: 1992 Forged Steel Rolls — Specification (First Revision)

e IS 12459: 1998 Specification for Iron-Nickle-Cobalt Sealing Alloy

o IS 12836: 1989 36-Nickel Iron Soft Magnetic Rods — Specification

o IS 12882: 1990 48-Nickel Iron Soft Magnetic Strip — Specification
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Trade Remedial Actions

Indian Updates

Chapter 29 — Organic chemicals

Initiation of anti-dumping investigation into imports of Monoisopropylamine
from China. (30 Dec)

The DGTR has initiated an anti-dumping investigation into imports of
Monoisopropylamine from China, pursuant to an application filed by Alkyl
Amines Chemicals Limited. The Authority noted that there is prima facie
evidence that the subject goods were being dumped and caused injury to the
domestic industry. The volume of imports increased significantly, and such
imports were undercutting the prices of the domestic industry. Further, despite
having sufficient capacity to meet entire demand, the industry witnessed a decline
in production and sales. As a result of the dumped imports, the profitability of the
domestic industry declined sharply.

Termination of anti-dumping investigation into imports of Para Nitrotoluene from
the European Union. (23 Jan)

The DGTR terminated the anti-dumping investigation into imports of Para
Nitrotoluene vide Notification F. No. 6/35/2024-DGTR, pursuant to request of
the domestic industry, Deepak Nitrite Limited. The investigation had been
initiated on 30" September 2024.

Chapter 39 — Plastics and articles thereof

Initiation of anti-dumping investigation into imports of Polyvinyl Chloride (PVC)
Paste Resin from the European Union and Japan. (24 Jan)

The DGTR has initiated an anti-dumping investigation into imports of Polyvinyl
Chloride (PVC) Paste Resin from the European Union and Japan, pursuant to an
application filed by Chemplast Sanmar Limited. The Authority observed that
there was prima facie evidence with regard to injury suffered by the domestic
industry due to dumping of imports from the subject countries. The subject
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imports resulted in decline in the market share, profits, cash profit and return on
capital employed of the domestic industry.

Final Findings issued in the anti-dumping investigation into imports of Acrylic
Solid Surfaces from China and Japan. (26 Dec)

The DGTR has issued final findings in the anti-dumping investigation into
imports of Acrylic Solid Surfaces from China and Japan. The Authority
concluded that the product under consideration was being dumped into the
Country. Such imports were significantly undercutting the prices of the domestic
industry, leading to an adverse impact on its profitability parameters. It was noted
that the industry suffered financial losses and faced a negative return on capital
employed in the period of investigation.

Chapter 73 — Articles of iron and steel

Final Findings issued in the anti-dumping investigation into imports of Roller
Chains from China. (26 Dec)

The DGTR has issued final findings in the anti-dumping investigation into
imports of Roller Chains from China. The said investigation was initiated by the
Authority suo moto based on the representation made by Indian Roller Chains
Manufacturers Association. The Authority noted that the dumped imports held a
significant share in the market and were undercutting the prices of the domestic
industry. As a result, the industry faced declined in its profitability and its
financial performance remained poor throughout the injury period. It was
concluded that the imposition of anti-dumping duty is necessary to offset the
dumping and injury.

Global Updates

Chapter 25 — Salt; sulphur, earths and stones; plastering materials,
lime and cement

United States of America

e Initiation of anti-dumping and anti-subsidy investigations into imports of
Active Anode Material from China. (15 Jan)
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Chapter 28 — Inorganic chemicals

European Union

e Final affirmative determination issued in the anti-dumping investigation into
imports of Titanium Dioxide from China. (09 Jan)

e Initiation of sunset review of anti-dumping duty on Peroxosulphates from
China. (17 Jan)

United States of America

e Initiation of anti-dumping and anti-subsidy investigations into imports of
Sol Gel Alumina-Based Ceramic Abrasive Grains from China. (10 Jan)

e Affirmative determination issued by the USDOC in the sunset review of
anti-dumping duty on imports of Strontium Chromate from Austria and
France. (27 Jan)

Chapter 29 — Organic chemicals

Trade remedial actions against India

China

Continuation of anti-dumping duty on imports of o-Dichlorobenzene from India
and Japan. (22 Jan)

The Ministry of Commerce has determined that the sunset of anti-dumping duty
on imports of o-Dichlorobenzene from India and Japan is likely to lead to
continuation or recurrence of dumping and consequent injury to the Chinese
industry. Therefore, it was found that continuation of the duty, which was
originally imposed in January 2019, was necessary. The duty has been continued
at a rate of 31.9% for Indian exporters, and 70.4% for Japanese exporters.

Preliminary affirmative determination issued in the anti-dumping investigation
into imports of Cypermethrin from India. (07 Jan)

The Ministry of Commerce has preliminarily determined that producers in India
are dumping Cypermethrin in China. The application requesting the initiation of
the investigation was filed by Jiangsu Yangnong Chemical Co. Limited. The
Ministry has determined dumping margins in the range of 50% to 160% for the
Indian exporters.
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United States of America

Continuation of anti-dumping and anti-subsidy duties on imports of Glycine from
China, India, Japan and Thailand. (28 Jan)

The USDOC and USITC have determined that revocation of duties on imports
from India and other countries is likely to lead to continuation of dumping and
subsidization, and consequent injury to the producers in USA. Accordingly, the
USDOC has issued orders for continuation of duties. Indian exporters would be
subject to anti-dumping duty in the range of 10.86% to 13.61% and anti-subsidy
duty in the range of 3.03% to 6.99%. The duties were originally imposed in 2019.

Other trade remedial actions

China
e Initiation of sunset review of anti-subsidy duty on imports of Solar-Grade

Polysilicon from USA and anti-dumping duty on imports from South Korea
and USA. (10 Jan)

European Union

e Preliminary affirmative determination issued in the anti-dumping
investigation into imports of Lysine from China. (14 Jan)

e  Final affirmative determination issued in the anti-dumping investigation into
imports of Erythritol from China. (16 Jan)

United States of America

e Initiation of anti-dumping and anti-subsidy investigations into imports of
Erythritol from China. (10 Jan)

e  Preliminary affirmative determination issued by the USDOC in the anti-
dumping investigation into imports of Vanillin from China. (16 Jan)

e  Imposition of anti-dumping duty on imports of Melamine from Germany,
Japan, the Netherlands and Trinidad & Tobago, and anti-subsidy duty on
imports from Germany, Qatar and Trinidad & Tobago. (31 Jan)
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Chapter 32 — Tanning or dyeing extracts; tannins and their derivatives;
dvyes, pigments and other colouring matter; paints and varnishes; inks

Trade remedial actions against India

United States of America

Final affirmative determination issued by the USDOC in the administrative
review of anti-dumping duty on imports of Carbazole Violet Pigment 23 from
India. (17 Jan)

The USDOC has determined that Indian exporters were not dumping the subject
goods during the period of review, that is 1% December 2022 to 30" November
2023. Accordingly, a dumping margin of 0% was determined for the participating
exporters, namely Meghmani Pigments and Meghmani LLP, Gharda Chemicals
Limited and Navpad Pigments Private Limited.

Other trade remedial actions

Madagascar
e Imposition of safeguard measures on imports of Paints. (08 Jan)

Chapter 39 — Plastics and articles thereof

China

e Preliminary affirmative determination issued in the anti-dumping
investigation into imports of Polyoxymethylene Copolymers from the
European Union, Japan, Taiwan and USA. (16 Jan)

European Union

e  Final affirmative determination issued in the anti-dumping investigation into
imports of certain Polyvinyl Chloride from Egypt and USA. (10 Jan)

Malaysia
e  Preliminary affirmative determination issued in the anti-dumping

investigation into imports of Polyethylene Terephthalate from China and
Indonesia. (07 Jan)
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United Kingdom
e  Final affirmative determination issued in the anti-dumping investigation into
imports of Suspension Polyvinyl Chloride from USA. (09 Jan)

Chapter 40 — Rubber and articles thereof

Brazil
e Initiation of sunset review of anti-dumping duty on imports of New Rubber
Radial Tires for Passenger Cars from Taiwan and Thailand. (15 Jan)

European Union

e Affirmative determination issued in the sunset review of anti-dumping and
anti-subsidy duties on imports of certain Rubber Pneumatic Tyres, new or
retreaded, from China. (16 Jan)

Chapter 44 — Wood and articles of wood: wood charcoal

European Union

e  Preliminary affirmative determination issued in the anti-dumping
investigation into imports of Multilayered Wooden Flooring from China. (15
Jan)

Chapter 48 — Paper and paperboard: articles of paper pulp,
of paper or of paperboard

United States of America

e  Final affirmative determination issued by the USDOC in the anti-dumping
investigation into imports of certain Paper Plates from China, Thailand and
Vietnam, and anti-subsidy investigation into imports from China and
Vietnam. (28 Jan)

Chapter 68 — Articles of stone, plaster, cement, asbestos

United States of America

e  Continuation of anti-dumping and anti-subsidy duties on imports of certain
Quartz Surface Products from China. (30 Jan)
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Chapter 69 — Ceramic products

Brazil

e Initiation of sunset review of anti-dumping duty on imports of Tableware
from China. (16 Jan)

Chapter 70 — Glass and glassware

United States of America

e  Final affirmative determination issued by the USDOC in the anti-dumping
investigation into imports of Wine Bottles from China and Mexico. (02 Jan)

e  Termination of anti-dumping investigation into imports of Wine Bottles
from Chile. (08 Jan)

e Initiation of anti-dumping and anti-subsidy investigations into imports of
Float Glass Products from China and Malaysia. (08 Jan)

Chapter 72 — Iron and steel

Trade remedial actions against India

Malaysia

Preliminary affirmative determination issued in the anti-dumping investigation
into imports of Flat-Rolled Products of Iron or Non-alloy Steel from China, India,
Japan and South Korea. (13 Jan)

The Government of Malaysia has preliminarily determined that imports from
India and other countries were being dumped into Malaysia. The application
requesting initiation of anti-dumping investigation had been filed by Perusahaan
Sadur Timah Malaysia (Perstima) Berhad. Anti-dumping duty ranging from
2.52% to 36.8% has been imposed on imports from the subject countries.

Other trade remedial actions

Canada
e  Final affirmative determination issued by the CITT in the anti-dumping

investigation into imports of Concrete Reinforcing Bars from Bulgaria,
Thailand and the United Arab Emirates. (13 Jan)
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European Union

e  Preliminary affirmative determination issued in the anti-dumping
investigation into imports of Flat-rolled products of Iron or Non-alloy Steel
Plated or Coated with Tin from China. (14 Jan)

United Kingdom

e  Termination of safeguard measures on imports of Category 2 Steel Products
(Non-Alloy and other Alloy Cold-Rolled Sheets). (22 Jan)

United States of America

e Affirmative determination issued by the USDOC in the sunset review of
anti-dumping duty on imports of Diffusion-Annealed, Nickel-Plated Flat-
Rolled Steel Products from Japan. (07 Jan)

Chapter 73 — Articles of iron and steel

Trade remedial actions against India

United States of America

Final affirmative determination issued by the USDOC in the administrative
review of anti-dumping duty on imports of Finished Carbon Steel Flanges from
India. (02 Jan)

The USDOC has determined that Indian exporters were dumping the subject
goods in the US market during the period of review, that is 1% August 2022 to 31*
July 2023. Dumping margin of 0.89% was determined for Norma (India) Limited
Group, 3.60% for R.N. Gupta & Company Limited and 2.54% for 12 other
producers not selected for individual examination.

Other trade remedial actions

Morocco

e  Termination of safeguard measures on imports of Cold-Rolled Sheets and
Plated or Coated Sheets. (10 Jan)

Ukraine

e Initiation of sunset review of anti-dumping duty on imports of Carbon and
other Alloy Steel Bars from Belarus and Moldova. (03 Jan)
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United States of America

Affirmative determination issued by the USDOC in the sunset review of
anti-dumping duty on imports of certain Circular Welded Carbon-Quality
Steel Line Pipes from China. (03 Jan)

Affirmative determination issued by the USDOC in the sunset review of
anti-dumping duty on imports of Welded Large Diameter Line Pipes from
Japan. (03 Jan)

Initiation of anti-circumvention investigation concerning anti-dumping and
anti-subsidy duties on imports from Standard Steel Welded Wire Mesh from
Mexico, by imports of Low-Carbon Steel Wire from Mexico. (14 Jan)
Continuation of anti-dumping duty on imports of Non-Malleable Cast Iron
Pipe Fittings from China. (16 Jan)

Initiation of anti-dumping and anti-subsidy investigations into imports of
Slag Pots from China. (28 Jan)

Affirmative determination issued by the USITC in the sunset review of anti-
dumping duty on imports of Steel Wire Garment Hangers from China. (28
Jan)

Vietnam

Final affirmative determination issued in the anti-dumping investigation into
imports of Pre-Stressed Steel Strand Products from China, Malaysia and
Thailand. (05 Dec)

Chapter 74 — Copper and articles thereof

Canada

Affirmative determination issued by the CBSA in the sunset review of anti-
dumping duty on imports of Copper Tubes from Brazil, China, Greece,
Mexico and South Korea, and anti-subsidy duty on imports from China. (09
Jan)

Chapter 76 — Aluminium and articles thereof

Eurasian Economic Union

Final affirmative determination issued in the anti-dumping investigation into
imports of Aluminium Foil from China. (24 Jan)
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Chapter 83 — Miscellaneous articles of base metal

European Union

e Affirmative determination issued in the sunset review of anti-dumping duty
on Lever Arch Mechanisms from China. (21 Jan)

Chapter 84 — Nuclear reactors, boilers, machinery and mechanical
appliances: parts thereof

European Union

e  Final affirmative determination issued in the anti-dumping investigation into
imports of Mobile Access Equipment from China. (09 Jan)

United States of America

e  Preliminary affirmative determination issued by the USDOC in the anti-
dumping investigation into imports of Large Top Mount Combination
Refrigerator-Freezers from Thailand. (29 Jan)

Chapter 85 — Electrical machinery and equipment and parts thereof:
television image and sound recorders and reproducers

United States of America

e  Continuation of anti-dumping and anti-subsidy duties on imports of Raw
Flexible Magnets from China and Taiwan. (06 Jan)

e Final affirmative determination issued by the USDOC in the anti-
circumvention investigation concerning anti-dumping and anti-subsidy
duties on imports of Aluminium Wires and Cables from China, by exports
of Aluminium Wires and Cables from South Korea and Vietnam produced
using inputs manufactured in China. (27 Jan)

Chapter 87 — Vehicles other than railway or tramway rolling-stock

Eurasian Economic Union

e  Final affirmative determination issued in the anti-dumping investigation into
imports of Cast Aluminium Alloy Wheels from Japan, Malaysia, Thailand
and Tiirkiye. (17 Jan)
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European Union

e Affirmative determination issued in the sunset review of anti-dumping and
anti-subsidy duties on imports of Electric Bicycles from China. (24 Jan)

United States of America

e  Preliminary affirmative determination issued by the USDOC in the anti-
dumping investigation into imports of certain Brake Drums from China and
Tiirkiye. (29 Jan)

e  Preliminary affirmative determination issued by the USDOC in the anti-
dumping investigation into imports of certain Low Speed Personal
Transportation Vehicles from China. (30 Jan)

Chapter 94 - Furniture; bedding, mattresses, mattress supports, cushions

and similar stuffed furnishing: lamps and lighting fittings. not elsewhere

specified or included; illuminated signs. illuminated name-plates and the
like: prefabricated building

United States of America

e Affirmative determination issued by the USDOC in the sunset review of
anti-dumping duty on imports of Uncovered Innerspring Units from China,
South Africa and Vietnam. (07 Jan)
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About Us

TPM was founded in 1999 at a time when the practice of trade remedies in India
was in its infancy and there were only a handful of firms practicing in the field.
TPM was the first firm to deal exclusively in the domain of trade remedies. Today,
we have completed our journey of 26 years. TPM began its journey with a staff
of merely 2 professionals. Today, it has a team of more than 50 professionals
including Cost Accountants, Chartered Accountants, Company Secretaries,
Lawyers, Engineers and MBAs.

In its first two decades, TPM was primarily focused on assisting domestic
producers suffering due to cheap and unfair imports into India and in other
countries to avail the necessary protection under the umbrella of the WTO
Agreements. TPM also represents exporters and importers facing trade remedial
investigations in India or other countries. TPM has assisted exporters facing
investigations in a number of jurisdictions such as Argentina, Brazil, Canada,
China, Egypt, the European Union, the Gulf Cooperation Council, Indonesia,
Mexico, South Korea, Taiwan, Tiirkiye and the United States of America.

In the last few years, TPM’s reputation has grown in other fields of non-tariff
barriers, policy advocacy matters, foreign trade policy, business consulting and
litigation. Its vast experience with industry leaders in various sectors puts it in a
unique position to effectively and efficiently handle matters relating to policy
advocacy before various government forums. This has enabled the TPM team to
help industry find innovative solutions to complex problems.

For more details about the contents of this newsletter, kindly contact
aastha@tpm.in.

TPM Consultants
Ish Kriti, J-209, Saket, New Delhi — 110 017
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